- Sastory of C@[Lforma ng
/ \ L AR PATROL
Au.xiﬁar}/ o_f the United States Awr forcej\
b | 01 January 2019 - 31 I)ecen'zber 2019

hﬁ e




History
of
CALIFORNIA WING

CIVIL AIR PATROL

Auxiliary of the United States Air Force

Prepared By
Capt Nikolay I. Zherebnenkov

Assistant Wing Historian

Reviewed By

Col Ross EVeta, CAP
California Wing Commander

California Wing Headquarters
Van Nuys
California



FRONTISPIECE

ﬁg_ —--""'1 4 + 4 -

'#'p Jeentnal Calurmrﬁl.:-z\

Grouptral soast
‘ SnlliiEmG]Eii]

f

Group 7 - South CoastQ J.>

= E—
Group 8 -'San . s

B PEETEEN ke




FORWARD

The founder of the Civil Air Patrol had written an autobiography in which he stated that he
walked amongst giants and it becametithe of the book. In the last chapter of the book he stated
the reasons why and how he came to establish a benevolent organization that would serve its
country. The California Wing has a list of their own giants that they stand along. The earlier
membershelped establish the path for future generations. To this day the member of this wing
helps to strive towards Integrity, Volunteer Service, Excellence and Respect while completing its
congressionally chartered missions of Aerospace Education, Emergenige§eand Cadet

programs.



COMMAND APPROVAL LETTER

The members of the California Wing comprise one of the most valuable assets that our Country
possesses. Through their continued dedication and diligence, these menovéts vital
humanitarian serves to our communities, State, and Nation. Our members have saved lives
supported our Nation in time of disaster, and had a positive impact on our leaders of tomorrow.
This report covers only a short period in the long hadored history of California Wing, yet
captures the spirit and enthusiasm of our membership towards the selfless service to others.
approve this report.

A

Col Ross E. Veta, CAP
California Wing Commander
U.S. Air Force Auxiliary

Cho A

Col Jon L. Stokes, CAP
Pacific Region Commander
U.S. Air Force Auxiliary



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Title Pageé i
Frontispiece i
Forwardé iii
Command Approval Lette¥ iv
Table of Contentg v

Commanded& 6k Li st
OutgoingCommander 6s Message
IncomingCo mmander 66 Message

Chapter | Introductioe 4
Chapter Il Chronologg 4
Chapter Il Aerospace Educatién 21
Chapter IV Emergency Servicés 22
Chapter V Cadet Progrands 23
Chapter VI Promotioné 25
Chapter VIIProfessional Developmeét 33
ChapteVIll CAP Education/Schools 37
Chapten X CAWG Officer of the Year Awardé 40



# |

. $ %2 0 3

Colonel BertrandRhine 1-Dec41l 1-Jan49
Colonel BenjaminS. McGlashan 1-Jan49 11-Apr-49
Colonel HowardB. Freeman 11-Apr-49 25-May-55
Colonel WallaceHershelEasley 25-May-55 21-Dec56
Colonel ClementC. Lattimore 21-Dec56 25-Mar-58
Colonel CharlesA. Ashlock 25-Mar-58 4-Aug-60
Colonel Leroy F. Breithbarth Jr. 4-Aug-60 9-Dec60
Colonel HerbertBarnett 9-Dec60 8-Dec62
Colonel RaymondH. Gaver 8-Dec62 14-Mar-69
Colonel HowardL. Brookfield 14-Mar-69 13Mar-71
Colonel DonaldD. Dixon 13-Mar-71 27-Aug-72
Colonel HowardL. Brookfield 27-Aug-72 1-Feb73
Colonel JackFerman 1-Feb73 1-Mar-74
Colonel WarrenJ. Barry 1-Mar-74 30-Sep78
Colonel Edwin W. Lewis Jr. 30-Sep78 30-Sep82
Colonel DonaldM. Biondich 30-Sep82 20-Sep86
Colonel V. LeeWhite 20-Sep86 21-Apr-90
Colonel ErnestC. Pearson 21-Apr-90 30-Aug-93
Colonel AngeloA. Porco 30-Aug-93 5-May-96
Colonel BryonL. Brammer 5-May-96 16-Oct-99
Colonel Larry F. Myrick 16-Oct99 18-Oct-03
Colonel Virginia M. Nelson 18-Oct-03 24-Mar-07
Colonel Jesus Muniz 24-Mar-07 11-Sep07
Colonel Larry F. Myrick 11-Sep07 7-Nov-07
Colonel KennethW. Parris 7-Nov-07 27-Aug-11
Colonel JonStokes 27-Aug-11 26-Sepl5
Colonel Alan Ferguson 26-Sepl5 23Sepl9
Colonel RossE. Veta 23-Sepl9 Incumbent

*All ranks/grades are at of appointment and not current rank/grade.
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In 2019, as in the previous 3 years, California Wing (CAWG) continued to do an outstanding
job throughout our missions.

In operations anémergency services, we have continued to grow our expertise and perform
the missions in an exemplary manner. We have won Air Force Region recognition all 4 years
of my command and had very successful WLEs. We have successfully introduced small
unmanned a@l systems into operations, although we need to do a lot more training in this

area to become truly operational. Lt Col Joe Brickman and his team lead this effort.

Cadet Programs, which has always been an outstanding mission for California Wing, hosted a
lot of successful programs. Cadet Programs Conference is the largest cadet centric event in all
of Civil Air Patrol and they host one of the largest and most successful cadet encampments in
the nation every year. Added to this they have a host of cadl@ht events throughout the

year. These events build on one another and are updated as needed to keep up with the times.
These cadet training events take a cadet from basic to senior officer status as they progress
through the program. Lt Col George Ishif and his team lead this effort.

Aerospace Education, our STEM program, is where CAWG has made the biggest progress.
We developed and introduced the Aerospace STEM Academy, a weeklong event held at
Edwards AFB. At this event about 70 cadets and 30 segethered to explore the world of
aerospace under the tutelage of CAP senior members, Air Force officers, and industry
representatives. The school and teacher outreach program has also grown significantly over
the last 4 years; these programs help CARlan impact in the local schools. Lt Col Roger
Dunn and his team lead this effort.

Another area where we had great success was in our recruitment of new members. Through
innovative online techniques and our regular recruiting efforts, the membershiggzew

year.

It was my honor to lead the California Wing for 4 yea
but the credit for all that was accomplished goes to
membership. Not only was there a superb wing s
but the group and squadron leaders and members
all the hard work taccomplish our missions for th
state and nation. | left the wing to the fine leadersjs

skills of Col Ross Veta and his staff knowing that Cls
membership would carry on in support of his vision 8

Respectfully,
Col Alan Ferguson
California Wing CommandgiFormer)
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By now, many of you will have already seen a summary of my vision for California Wing for the next
four short years and beyond. For those of you who have not seen it, here is a brief summary.

Up until now, the Wihg Commanders and their staffs have worked tirelessly to provide a foundation
from which we can grow this wing and do amazing things. Now it is up to us to build on this foundation.
My vision for California Wing is one of growth through innovation in\a# do. My vision for
California Wing is an organization that is as rewarding and fun to participate in as it is valuable to the
country. My vision for California wing is equal opportunity for everyone to participate, develop, grow,
and promote in everythinwe do, always.

My philosophy of leadership is comprised of eight elements. These elements are: integrity, advocacy,
positivity, innovation, enthusiasm, inclusion, diversification, and empowerment. It is through these
elements that we will be able to gr@ur wing in a way that will keep pace with our evolving society,
diverse customer base, and national needs.

Over the next four years, we will engage in many new initiatives, as well as the rekindling of old ones

in ways that bring them into the preséie have worked diligently to ensure that the new wing staff

are among the finest and most capable people in Civil Air Patrol. California Wing headquarters will
focus on energetically supporting, encouraging, and promoting all of our members at allTtimes.
phrases fithe problem with that iso0o, or fAwe canbo
of California Wing. Rather than focusing on roadblocks that inhibit or slow progress, we will focus

our energies on overcoming any obstacles tharaike would impede our innovation and growth.

There is no doubt that the membership is our most valued and most valuable resource, and it is through
the membership that we are able to accomplish the missions that are so vital to oooentige You

have my personal guarantee that the entire wing staff, myself included, understand this and are
dedicated to making the experience of every single memb¢
contributors to this great organization as rewarding and fu
possible.

Keep your ges open for emails that have already b
circulating and will continue to circulate, and look fg
opportunities for everyone to be involved in all of the great

dedication, your ideas, andyr enthusiasm to drive theg x x ‘\
initiatives and to identify new ones so that we can continuge: ﬂk \t A
grow as the greatest wing in Civil Air Patrol. A "

It is truly my honor to serve others with people as dedic '
and talented as you. | look forward to working tbgetto grow |
California Wing.

Respectfully,
Col Ross Veta
California Wing Commander



CHAPTERI Z INTRODUCTION

The California Wing of the Civil Air Patrol has the area of responsibility over the Golden State.

Within the operational boundaries the Wimgerates over 155,779 square miles of land and 7916
square miles of water waysThe Wing serves about 40 million people and since 1941, has

executed the three missions of Civil Air Patrol: Aerospace Education, Cadet Programs, and

Emergency Services.

Group Headquarters

The current lines for group areas of responsibility have been established ih 1999.

Group 1 Organization

Capt Jay Weinsoff Cadet Sqdn 3

El Monte Composite Sqdn 21

San Fernando Senior Sgdn 35

Clover Field Composite Sqdn 51

Brackett Composite Sqgdn 64

Beach Cities Cadet Sqdn 107

Hawker Senior Sgdn 128

South Bay Senior Sqdn 129

San Fernando Cadet Sqdn 137

Los Angeles Cadet Sgdn 138

Group 2 Organization

Jon E. Kramer Composite Sqdn 10

Santa Cru£omposite Sqdn 13

East Bay Cadet Sqdn 18

John J. Montgomery Cadet Sqdn 36

Diablo Composite Sqdn 44

San Jose Senior Sqdn 80

San Francisco Cadet Sgdn 86

Tri-Valley Composite Squadron 156

Amelia Earhart Senior Sqdn 188

West Bay Composite Sqdn 192

lUnited States Geological

Survey. fAHow Wet is

https://www.usgs.gov/specifbpic/waterscienceschool/science/howvetyour-statewaterareaeachstate ?gt

science_center_objects=0#gtience_center_objects
2Civil Air Patrol
http://cawghistory.cawgcap.org/items/show/524

Your

C a |l i vil AirrPatriolaOctdbiernt gl999. caessed July 2222020 romC i

4

St at


https://www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school/science/how-wet-your-state-water-area-each-state?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school/science/how-wet-your-state-water-area-each-state?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
http://cawghistory.cawgcap.org/items/show/524

Group 3 Organization

Riverside Senior Sqdn 5

Palm Springs Composite Sqdn 11

Chino Cadet Sqgdn 20

Cable Composite Sgdn 25

Corona Cadet Sqg 29

Billie L. Leclair Cadet Sqdn 31

March FieldComposite Sqdn 45

HemetRyan Composite Sqdn 59

Redlands Cadet Squadron 411

Big Bear Valley Composite Sqdn 6750

Group 4 Organization

Camarillo Composite Sqdn 61

Vandenberg Composite Sqdn 101

Bob Beevers Composite Squadron 103

Santa Barbara Composite Sqdn 131

Paso Robles Composite Squadron 446

Simi Valley Challenger Composite Squadr
1986

Group 5 Organization

Sacramento Composite Sgdn 14

Beale Composite Squadron 19

Travis Composite Sqdn 22

Marin Searchtand Rescue Comp Squadron

Sierra Composite Sqdn 72

Eugene L. Carnahan Cadet Sqdn 85

AuburnStarr Composite Sqdn 92

Butte County Composite Squadron 95

Shasta Composite Sqdn 126

Redwood Empire Composite Sqgdn 157

California Aerospace Academy Composit
Squadron 802




Group 6 Organization

Tehachapi Composite Sqdn 46
Pancho Barnes Composite Sqgdn 49
Lt Col Arthur King Composite Squadron 5
Edwards A-B Composite Sqgdn 84
Fresno Composite Squadron 112
Bakersfield Composite Sqdn 121
Merced County Composite Sqgdn 147
TulareKings Composite Sqdn 394

Group 7 Organization

Falcon Senior Sgdn 40
Los Alamitos Glider Training Sqdn 41
Fullerton Composite Sqdn 56
Saddleback Composite Sqdn 68
Long Beach Senior Sqdn 150
Los Alamitos Cadet Sqdn 153

Group 8 Organization

Skyhawk Composite Sqdn 47
San Diego Senior Sgdn 57
Fallbrook Senior Sqdn 87
San Diego Cadet Sqdn 144

South San Diego Cadet Sqdn 201
EscondidoCadet Squadron

Early History

The day after the attack on Pearl Harbor the san Francisco Bay Area was awaiting news from the
Office of Civil Defense for the establish of a Civil Air Patrol unif{($§Jowever, by March 1942,

SO0akl and Tribune. fAOakland Airport closed to private pl
https://newspaperarchive.com/oaklamnittunedec08-1941-p-32/



https://newspaperarchive.com/oakland-tribune-dec-08-1941-p-32/

400 civilians had applied for the progréarBuring the days of the war, civilians were allowed to
train using radigtelephones first aid, and with civilian law enforcemehThe Civil Air Patrol at

this time made steps and madeesthat it was open to women as weHowever, not everyone
saw the Civil Air Patrol as a good thing but more of a nuis&A@avards the end of the war the
Civil Air Patrol and its counterpart the Coast Guard Auxiliary have called the modern Minute
Men? After the United States Air Force (USARas createdPresident Truman signed Public
Law 80557 to make CAP the official auxiliary of the Air Forae May 26, 1948

hat Gta Somhing!

...You can spot it every time

e spply of CocaCola Thone

Sgts. Dorothy Whitemem (lelt) and Patricia Osincup, of Ala-
meda Squadron, Civil Air Pairol, test short wave radio equip-
ment which will be placed in service fomorrow night,

SPCA-COLA BOTTLING COMPANY, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

1950s- 1990s

The CAWG and the Civil Air Patrol as a whole had to make transiaéies the war had ended.
In 1950, it was reported that the Wing had 8000 cdddtke organization had still provided air
search and rescue missions and training cad&ts1956, the Air Force Secretary stated that the

‘Berkley Daily Gazette. iHtpsO/ne@spaperarddipe.cdmbberketiilysgazétte Ai r Patr
mar20-1942p-2/

SBakersfield Californian. i C Atips://ReavsbaperarcDiveuconybakersfield s : Ex ams
californianrmar18-1942p-11/

Bakersfield Californian. httAs/newshaperarchive.ci/biadfeelds wi t h Pol i ¢
californianmar13-1942p-8/

"Bakersfield Calif or ni latps://nefwsDapeachivecomdbakarsfiehdifotnmsost@® s . 0
1942p-14/

8HaywardRe vi e w. AFIl yi htps:/Mdwspapérachivdeom/haywaediewmar25-1943p-5/

Arcadi a Bul |l et i n. httiisi/eewvshapararchisencoim/avwabialetin-fem26-1045p-4/

YOakl and Tribune. ACi vi htpsfmewspadperdarchigelcomPoakEmbbonefelsld-Na med . o
1950p-19/

"san Rafael Daily Independent Journal. ACivil Air Patr
https://newspaperarchive.com/daihdependenjournatmar11-195Gp-22/
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https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-mar-18-1942-p-11/
https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-mar-13-1942-p-8/
https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-mar-13-1942-p-8/
https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-oct-20-1942-p-14/
https://newspaperarchive.com/bakersfield-californian-oct-20-1942-p-14/
https://newspaperarchive.com/hayward-review-mar-25-1943-p-5/
https://newspaperarchive.com/arcadia-bulletin-feb-26-1945-p-4/
https://newspaperarchive.com/oakland-tribune-feb-19-1950-p-19/
https://newspaperarchive.com/oakland-tribune-feb-19-1950-p-19/
https://newspaperarchive.com/daily-independent-journal-mar-11-1950-p-22/

